
Knowledge Organiser – Music – What shall we do with the 
drunken sailor? - Spring 1 (Upper Key Stage 2)

• Years 3 and 4
• I know how to sing a song from memory, remembering the words and 

rhythm, and singing the tune mostly correctly 
• I know how to sing and perform actions together, keeping a steady 

beat
• I know how to sing and perform clapping game actions, my the 

actions to the rhythm of my words 
• With some support, I know how to perform my own body percussion 

sounds with a partner or a group, matching the rhythm of the words 
as I sing  

• Years 5 and 6 
• I know how to pick up a steady beat and add a pat whilst chanting or 

singing 
• I know how to sing from memory, recalling the order of the verses 

(and actions)
• I know how to perform a rhythm mostly accurately.
• I know how to sing with good dictation 
• I know how to sing with a sense of the rhythmic style of a song 
• I can sing at the correct pitch most of the time 

Sticky Knowledge - What I already know

Core Learning

To know how to sing a sea shanty expressively and with 
a strong beat. 

To know how to learn a cup game to perform with a 
song. 

To know how to add a beat using body percussion and/ 
or a drum.

To know how to write patterns out using a rhythm grid. 

To know how to play chord patterns.

To know how to rehearse and perform ‘What shall we 
do with the drunken sailor?’



Vocabulary and definitions 

Musical Focus
Sea shanties, beat, 

rhythm, chords, bass, dot 
notation



Pieces of music
What shall we do with the 

drunken sailor? 
(Traditional), Hey, ho! 

Nobody home (Traditional), 
Drunken Sailor Mashup (by 
TikTok use @nathanevans
and others), Wellerman

(TikTok Sea Shanty mashup 
2021), Sea shanty medley 
(version by Home Free)


