
Knowledge Organiser – Music – Carnival of the animals -
Spring 2 2025 (Key Stage 1)

Sticky Knowledge
• To know how to select instruments and compose music to reflect an animal’s 
character. 
• To know how to listen with increased concentration to sounds/music and respond 
by talking about them using music vocabulary, or physically with movement and 
dance. 
• To know how to identify different qualities of sound (timbre) e.g. smooth, 
scratchy, clicking, ringing, and how they are made. 
• To know how to recognise and respond to changes of speed (tempo), the length of 
notes (duration – long/short), short/detached/smooth (articulation), and pitch 
(high/low) using music vocabulary and/or movement.

• I know how to listen attentively and respond to what I hear with relevant 
questions, comments, and actions. 

• I know how to give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding 
appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow 
instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

• I know how to negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
myself and others.

• I can use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 
about stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems, and during role play.

• I have developed pitch matching skills 
• I can demonstrate keeping a beat as I sing and clap a rhythm 
• I am happy to sing independently or with a partner 

What I already know

Core Learning

To know about the Carnival of the 
animals 
To know how a composer uses timbre 
to create character and respond to 
music through art
To know how a composer uses rhythm 
and articulation to create character 
and respond to the music through 
movement 

Musical Focus
Timbre
Tempo

Dynamics 
Pitch

Classical Music



Vocabulary 



Pieces of music 

The carnival of the animals 
by Camille Saint-Saens


